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kolkhozniks1 themselves, finance was not an insurmountable
obstacle.
The teachers selected were all qualified by education if not by
training. Out of twenty-eight teachers, twenty had finished a
pedagogical technicum, four had higher education, and four had
finished the semiletka (seven-year school). They were all con-
sidered definitely educated and able to deal with the work of the
schools.
Other problems presented themselves—permanent accom-
modation, lighting, and so on. One by one they, too, were solved.
For the school of the " Active " the best school building in the
village nearest to the kolkhoz was used. Every school was well
lighted and warm, and the caretaker was paid regularly. The
acute shortage of textbooks was a great hindrance at first. The
difficulty was surmounted by using for geography, nature study,
and grammar the textbooks used by Classes 3 and 4 in the
children's school. The Head of this school also helped with the
necessary visual apparatus.
The course of study in Western Siberia, and particularly in
the Biisky District, could not last the six months fixed by
Narkompros. The longest period for which time could be spared
from work in the fields was five months. After April 15th no
one, whether president or field labourer, would attend classes.
Nor would anyone come before November 1st. It was therefore
agreed that it was impossible to complete the four years'
primary education in two years of adult education. The choice
lay between cutting down the syllabus or extending the time to
three years. The time extension was chosen.
The work carried on by this district, with slight variations, is
to be found all over the U.S.S.R. In many cases it is not nearly
so well organised, but there is not a corner of the Union where
an attempt at education is not made- Often, during the summer
months, classes will be held in the rest-hour in the fields, or they
may be political hours, to discuss the latest conference resolu-
tion, a new loan, a new decree, etc. This stimulates the desire
1 Members of a collective farm.

